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PROGRAM ANNOUNCED FOR RESEARCH ON 
NUTRITION VALUES OF CANNED FOODS 


Studies to Be Conducted at Universities under 
Plan Developed by Association Committee 


A research program for the study of nutrition values of 
canned foods, developed by a committee representing the 
National Canners Association, assisted by scientific advisors 
both inside and outside the canning industry, has been 
inaugurated with the placement of financial grants with 
the University of Arizona and University of Wisconsin. 
Other grants are expected to be made in the near future. 
The program will be financed jointly by the National Can- 
ners Association and the Can Manufacturers Institute. 


The first phase of the program contemplates the assay 
of about twenty-five products, including fruits, vegetables, 
and seafoods, for six vitamin factors (A, C, thiamin, 
riboflavin, niacin, and pantothenic acid) which are regarded 
as being of established importance in nutrition. Assays 
will be made also for important minerals. The products 
to be studied will be taken from all parts of important 
sections in which they are canned. It is estimated that 
about 30,000 samples will be taken during the course of 
this year’s program. 

Assays for the vitamins will be made at three universities 
which have been prominently identified with advances in 
knowledge in nutrition. Mineral analyses will be made in 
laboratories connected with the canning industry. 


In addition to the vitamin and mineral analyses, support 
will be given to other studies to be conducted in two other 
universities. It is desired to determine the effect of storage 
on vitamin content of representative products, and to make 
a series of correlation tests which will compare the results 
from methods used for assays and those from standard 
feeding tests. 


Other investigations will have reference to the distribu- 
tion of vitamins as between solids and liquid content, and 
the changes which may result from preparation of the foods 
for the table. 


As originally contemplated, the plan for nutrition studies 
was divided into three phases: (1) to assay a representative 
variety of canned foods for the essential nutrition factors, 
to determine the ranges of such factors over a period of 
years, (2) to undertake technological research which might 
show the way to better retention of the factors in products 
where there is an indication of reduction as a result of the 
canning procedure, (3) to undertake feeding studies to 
demonstrate in a practical manner the values of canned 
foods in the diet. 

The scope of the whole program is such that it could not 
be covered from the standpoint of all three phases in any 
limited period. The choice of the first phase of the work 
was suggested by repeated declarations on the part of 


authorities in nutrition that there is a crying need for 
analyses of all classes of foods to determine to what extent 
they contain the needed factors. This has been emphasized 
especially by those who are interested in foods provided to 
the armed forces. Aside from this, the work which is now 
under way is directly aligned with the principles for research 
which arose from the President’s conference on nutrition in 
1941 and, as such, is in accord with the objectives of the 
National Nutrition Program. 


Formulation of the program was under the immediate direc- 
tion of an executive committee consisting of E. J. Cameron, 
Chairman, Director, Research Laboratories, National Can- 
ners Association, Washington, D. C.; E. D. Clark, Director, 
Northwest Branch Laboratories, National Canners Associa- 
tion, Seattle, Washington; L. E. Clifcorn, Research Depart- 
ment, Continental Can Company, Chicago, Illinois; J. R. 
Esty, Director, Western Branch Laboratories, National Can- 
ners Association, San Francisco, California; R. W. Pilcher, 
Assistant Director of Research, American Can Company, 
Maywood, Illinois. Development of the program was author- 
ized at the January meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
National Canners Association, which also made appropriation 
for the work. A similar amount was contributed by the Can 
Manufacturers Institute, making the program a joint project. 


(Continued on page 7158) 


PRICE ORDER ON FRUITS AND BERRIES 


Packers Required to Furnish Buyers Information 
on Canners’ Permitted Increases 


Maximum Price Regulation No. 197 governing prices of 
canned fruits and canned berries at wholesale was made 
public on August 1, effective August 5. The basic formula 
for determining these prices was outlined in a statement 
issued by Price Administrator Henderson on July 29 which 
was reported in the INronmation Lerrer for August 1. 

At the same time OPA issued Amendment No. 1 to Maxi- 
mum Price Regulation No. 185 (which established canners’ 
prices for canned fruits and canned berries) requiring 
canners to disclose to purchasers of such commodities the 
amount of the increase in their ceilings over the 1941 
weighted average price. This information is to be used by 
purchasers to establish maximum prices for the same com- 
modities at the wholesale and retail levels, pursuant to the 
maximum price regulation for the latter. 

Amendment No. 1 to Maximum Price Regulation No. 185 
provides: 


A new §1341.106a, a new paragraph (a) (7) to a 110 
and a new §1341.114 are added as set forth below 

$1341.106a. Information to purchasers from canners. (a) 
Any canner selling any canned fruits or canned berries 
packed after the 1941 pack to any wholesaler, retailer, or 
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any other purchaser for resale, shall, before making such sale 
or on his invoice disclose in writing to such purchaser, for 
each kind, grade, brand and container size, his weighted 
average price, his maximum price, and the amount of the 
difference between his weighted average price and his maxi- 
mum price. 

(b) In disclosing such information, the canner’s weighted 
average price shall be designated as the “base price, his 
maximum price shall be designated as the “maximum price 
and the amount of the difference between his weighted 
average price and his maximum price shall be designated 
as the “permitted increase.” 

(c) Any such canner may disclose such information by 
stating such information on his invoice for each kind, grade, 
brand and container size of canned fruits and canned berries 
on the first occasion that he sells such kind, grade, brand and 
container size to the purchaser; or, any such canner may pre- 
pare and supply to the purchaser at or before the first sale 
to such purchaser of any kind, Fee. brand and container 
size of canned fruits and canned berries, one or more lists 
or statements containing such information. Any such canner 
may include in any such list or statement any number of 
kinds, grades, brands and container sizes of canned fruits 
and canned berries with the required information for each. 

(d) For the purposes of this section: (1) The weighted 
average price for any grade and container size for which 
the maximum price was determined by proportionate rela- 
tionship to an established maximum price shall be deemed 
to be the price which bears the same ratio to the weighted 
average price of the grade and container size used as the 
basis for establishing the proportionate relationship, as the 
maximum price computed by the use of proportionate rela- 
tionship bears to the maximum price from which it was 
so computed. 

(2) When any such canner has established a maximum 
price for any kind, grade and container size by using the 
maximum price of his competitor, as provided in poner’ 
(d) of $1341.102, his weighted average price shall be deemed 
to be the same as the weighted average price of such com- 
petitor, 

(3) When any such canner makes application to deter- 
mine a maximum price after specific authorization by the 
Office of Price Administration, as provided in ppere (e) 
of $1341,102, such authorization, when given, will accom: 
panied by instructions as to the method for determining the 
price to be deemed the weighted average price. 

§1341.110. Definitions. (a) When used in this Maximum 
Price Regulation No. 185 the term: 


(7) “Kind”, when referring to any canned fruits or canned 
berries, also refers to the style of the pack of such canned 
fruits or canned berries. 

§$1341.114. Effective dates of amendments. (a) Amend- 
ment No. 1 ($1341.106a, paragraph (a) (7) to §$1341.110 
and $1341.114) to Maximum Price Regulation No. 185 shall 
become effective on August 5, 1942, 

Issued this 31st day of July, 1942. 


Adjustment of School Terms to Save Crops 


The U. S. Commissioner of Education and the U,. S, 
Employment Service have developed jointly plans to make 
available the help of older “in-school youth” in alleviating 
the shortage of farm and harvest help in communities where 
the need exists. The U. S. Department of Agriculture is 
studying these plans and will probably place them in the 


hands of all State and County War Board officials within 
the next few days so that these officials will be in position 
to cooperate with canners, farmers, school officials, and 
United States Employment Service representatives where 
adjustment of the school opening date, or other methods, as 
outlined in the plan, may help meet emergency situations, 


PROCESSED FISH PRICE CEILINGS 


Office of Price Administration Announces that No 
Increases Will Be Made 


The policy of the Office of Price Administration on all 
processed fish, according to a statement issued by Price Ad- 
ministrator Leon Henderson on August 1, is as follows: 


(1) There will be no increase in the present March, 1942, 
ceilings on processed fish. 

(2) The ceiling on processed fish will continue for the 
length of the General Maximum Price Regulation under 
which it is covered. It will not terminate within 60 days, as 
some trade rumors have suggested. 

(3) Individual applications of fish processors for relief, 
on grounds that they have incurred losses through sales at 
the March —, because of higher raw material costs, will 
he rejected by OPA, 

“The practice, now prevalent among processors, of pay 
more for fresh fish than the processed ceilin whhed 
dangerous one,” the Administrator stated. “Failure to cease 
such activities can result in only one end, namely, heavy losses 
to bidders. 

“OPA is fully aware of the fact that West Coast processors 
cannot pay 19 to 21 cents per pound for fresh halibut in the 
uncontrolled raw product markets and sell the processed 
article next winter at approximately similar price ceilings 
under the General Maximum Price Regulation, since freezing 
and carrying costs aggregate two to three cents per pound. 


“Processors have been bidding up prices to levels which 
may result in heavy loss to them in he erroneous expectation 
that they then can apply to OPA for relief from the so-called 
‘squeeze’ of their own making. OPA is cognizant of the facts 
of the case and feels that such practices are detrimental to 
the intents and purposes of the Emergency Price Control Act 


of 1942, 


Program to Collect Used Cans Augmented 


The Tin Can Salvage Program, previously confined to 36 
major metropolitan areas, has been enlarged to include 104 
additional cities, in addition to the original 38, according to 
the War Production Board's Division of Industrial Conserva- 
tion. The extension was made to meet the recent increased 
estimate of from 250,000 to 400,000 tons in detinning plant 
capacity for the coming year. 


The boost of 150,000 tons in the estimated capacity of 
detinning plants for the next 12 months is the result of 
detinning plant expansion and the diminishing supply of 
commercial tin plate trimmings which has heretofore ab 
serbed the greater part of the country's detinning facilities. 


Housewives in the newly-selected areas will be asked to 
prepare cans for detinning by opening both ends, washing 
the cans clean, removing labels, and pressing nearly flat by 
stepping on them. Arrangements are being made with local 
municipal authorities for the collection of the tin cans. 
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PEA AND TOMATO PRICE CEILINGS 


Amendment to Order Rescinds Use of Support 
Price as Alternative Maximum 


The Office of Price Administration announced on August 3 
that it is revoking the paragraph in Maximum Price Regula- 
tion No. 152 (Canned Vegetables) which permits the canner 
of Standard peas and tomatoes to use the Department of 
Agriculture’s support prices as ceiling prices if his prices 
calculated by the canned vegetable formula are lower than 
the support prices. Copies of the announcement were sent 
by the Association to all tomato and pea canners. 

The provision rescinded reads as follows: 

“If the maximum prices for the canner of No. 2 U. S. 
Grade C or better canned tomatoes and No. 2 U. S. Grade 
or better canned peas, as determined under this section, are 
lower than the support prices for canned tomatoes and 
canned peas announced by the Department of Agriculture 
on December 19, 1941, the support price so announced shall 
be the maximum prices for such canner.” 

Hereafter maximum prices to be charged to the com- 
mercial trade must be according to the following formula: 

(1) Take the weighted average price per dozen charged 
by the canner f.o.b. factory for such kind, grade and con- 
tainer size during the first 60 days after beginning of the 
1941 pack; plus (2) Eight per cent of the weighted average 
price per dozen f.0.b. factory; plus (3) The actual increase 
per dozen cans in the cost of the raw agricultural com- 
modity as of May 4, 1942, over cost of the 1941 pack. 

The rescinding of the paragraph above quoted does not 
aflect the price guaranties made by the Department of Agri- 
culture. Canners who have been certified by State War 
Boards, and only such canners, may continue to sell Standard 
tomatoes and peas to the Department or its purchasing 
agencies at the support prices of 95 cents and $1.10 re- 
spectively, 

In its announcement the OPA stated that its amendment 
is expected to result in a downward adjustment of canners’ 
ceiling prices to the commercial trade approximating 2 to 4 
cents per dozen for tomatoes and 5 to 10 cents for peas. 


Food Industry Advisory Committee to Meet 


A meeting of the Food Industry Advisory Committee has 
been called for Monday, August 10. As reported in the 
Ixvonmation Lerrer for June 27, this committee was 
appointed by Price Administrator Leon Henderson to work 
with the OPA in the solution of problems and adjustments 


under the maximum price regulations. The meeting on 
Monday, it is understood, will deal with questions which the 
OPA now has under consideration, among them the problem 
of canned vegetable prices. 


Rubber Sealed Closure Order Amended 


Manufacturers whose normal business consists only of 
packing those products for which rubber-sealed closures 
were barred by Order M-119 were given permission on 
August 5 to use inventories of such closures which were 
manufactured by April 19. 

This was accomplished by Amendment No. 1, which also 
unfreezes stocks of closures which cannot be used for the 


packing of permitted products because of printing which 
would result in misbranding, or because of special design. 


Order M-119, which became effective on April 19, forbade 
the use of rubber-sealed closures for approximately 40 groups 
of food products. Today's amendment adds to this list home- 
style processed pickles. Packers may, however, use exist- 
ing inventories of closures designed for home-style pickle 
jars. 


Text of the amendment follows. Order M-119 was pub- 
lished in Tue Invonmation Letter for April 11. 


Section 1164.1 Conservation Order M-119 is hereby 
amended in the following particulars: 


1. Paragraph (c) is amended to read as follows: 


(c) Restrictions upon purchase, acceptance of delivery, 
and use. (1) No person shall buy, accept delivery of or use 
any rubber sealed closures for sealing glass containers which 
shall be packed with any product listed upon Table I an- 
nexed to this order, or any other product which the Director 
General for Operations may hereafter designate from time to 
time by supplementary order. 


(2) Nothing in this order shall prevent the use of rubber 
sealed closures in connection with the packing of any product 
listed upon Table I of this order provided that, on or before 
April 19, 1942, such closures were completely manufactured 
and in the hands of the user, and such user does not, in the 
ordinary course of his business, pack any products not listed 
on Table I of this order. 


(3) Nothing in this order shall prevent the sale, delivery, 
purchase, acceptance of delivery or use of rubber sealed 
closures in connection with the packing of any product listed 
upon Table I of this order, provided that such closures were 
completely manufactured on or before April 19, 1942, and 
cannot be used for the packing of a product not listed on 
Table I of this order because of special formula or because 
lithographing or printing upon the closure would result in 
the misbranding of the the oe so packed. 


(4) The provisions of subparagraphs (2) and (3) of 
this paragraph (c) shall apply with full force and effect to 
the use of rubber sealed closures in connection with the 
packing of home style processed pickles, except that the 
applicable date set forth in the said subparagraphs shall be 
= of issuance of this amendment rather than April 


(b) Table I is amended in the following respect: 


The item “pickles, except home style processed” is amended 
to read “pickles, including home style processed.” 


Order to Aid Farm Products Movement 


In a further step to permit the free movement of farm prod- 
ucts and supplies during the harvest season, the Office of 
Defense Transportation on July 31 issued a general permit 
relieving common carriers when engaged in such service from 
the necessity of clearing their trucks through the Joint Infor- 
mation Offices. 


Contract and private carriers had previously been relieved 
from this requirement, and also from restrictions on mileage 
and limitations on numbers of deliveries when engaged in 
hauling products and supplies to and from the farm, as re- 
ported in the INrormation Lerren for July 25. Both exemp- 
tions become void after October 31. 


hin 
ind 
as 
No 
an 
Ad- 
the 
der 
as 
ief, 
at 
ill 
$a 
ase 
ses 
ors 
sed 
ngs 
ich 
‘ion 
cts 
| to 
Act 
36 
to 


7158 


INFORMATION LETTER 


TOMATO PRODUCTS LIMITS REMOVED 


Order M-81l Amended to Lift Restrictions on 
Small Size Cans 


Amendment of Order M-81 (covering cans made of tin- 
plate or terneplate) to permit the unlimited packing of 
tomato pulp or puree in small us well as large cans for the 
remainder of the season was announced on August 6 by 
the Director General for Operations. 

The original M-81, issued on February 11, permitted the 
unlimited packing of these products in any can size. A sub- 
sequent revision of the order on June 27 permitted unlimited 
quantities for large size cans only, and restricted the pack- 
ing of the smaller sizes to 100 per cent of the 1940 pack. 

lt was decided to return these products to their original 
status because canners had made extensive arrangements 
regarding machinery, cans, and labels to pack pulp and 
puree in the smaller cans. 

Similar action was taken in the case of tomate sauce, with 
the exception of the 8Z Short cans, which may still be pro- 
duced only in limited quantities. 

The references 
a supplement to 


Following is the text of the amendment. 
are to Order M-81 as amended, published as 
the INvonmation Lerrer for June 27. 

Section 1068.1 Conservation Order M-81, as amended 
June 27, 1942, is hereby amended as follows: 

1. Item 11 of Vegetables in Table Il, entitled 
Pulp or Puree,” is hereby deleted. 

2. The second sentence of Item 7 of Vegetables in Table 
I, reading “No. 10 cans, see Table II” is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

“No. 1 Pienic, No. 2, No. 24%, or No. 10 cans.” 

3. The third sentence of Item 8 of Vegetables in Table 1. 
reading “No. 10 cans, see Table U1,” is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

“No. 1 Picnic, No. 2, No. 24a, or No. 10 cans. 
Short cans, see Table II.” 


“Tomato 


For 82 


PROGRAM ANNOUNCED FOR RESEARCH 
(Concluded from page 7155) 


In formulating the program, the committee had the advice 
and assistance not only of scientists connected with the can- 
ning industry but also authorities in the nutrition field who 
are not connected with the industry. It is expected that 
within the near future a scientific advisory group will be ap- 
pointed. An advisory committee representing the canning 
industry has been named, consisting of the following: 


C. L. Arnold, Kroger Grocery and Baking Company; S. 
Henry Ayers, National Can Corp.; C. Olin Ball, Owens- 
Illinois Can Company; H. J. Barnes, Kaysville Canning Cor- 
poration; Rodney Bell, Kuner-Empson Company; F. C. 
Blanck, H. J. Heinz Company; E. M. Brennan, P. E. Harris 
& Company; B. J. Butler, Maui Pineapple Company, Ltd.; 
S. H. Champlin, Heekin Can Company; B. S. Clark, Ameri- 
can a} vn mh E. F. Cornell, Hawaiian Pineapple Com- 

any, Ltd.; Draper, TreeSweet Products Company; 
W. B. oll, Wes Underwood and Company; A. T. Flynn, 
Reid, Murdoch & Company; R. S. Goodale, Marshall Cannin 
Company; W. E. Graham, Crown Can Company; E. E. Hill, 
Paulus Bros. Packing Company; H. J. Humphrey, Snider 
Packing Corporation; A. D. Kennedy, Crosse & Blackwell 


Company; E. F. Kohman, Campbell Soup Company; H. R. 
Kraybill, American Meat Institute; Sven Lassen, Van Camp 
Sea Food Company, Inc.; C. P. Lathrop, Curtice Bros, Com. 
ny; J. E. MeConkie, California Packing Corporation; 
=. A. MeCornack, Eugene Fruit Growers Association; Ronald 
B. McKinnis, Sunshine Foods, Inc.; H. S. Marvin, ‘Olympia 
pcm Company; C. J. Meister, Fairmont Canning Com. 
pany; L. G. Petree, Continental Can Company, Inc.; E. R. 
Pickett, Beech-Nut Packing Company; A. D. Radebaugh, 
Blue Mountain Canneries, es R. A. Reinecke, Harold 
wg Inc.; Marguerite M. Schmidt, Gibbs and Co., Ine; 
Scott, Minnesota Valley Canning Company; R. C, Scull, 
Burnham and Morrill Company; Lillian B. Storms, Gerber 
Products Company; M. P. Vucassovich, Gorton-Pew Fisheries 
Company, Ltd.; C. M. Walters, Libby, McNeill & Libby; 
R. H. Winters, The Larsen Company. 


Plan for Development of Emergency Standards 


Under the terms of a contract between the Government 
and the American Standards Association, the latter will 
develop emergency standards in connection with WPB and 
OPA war-time supply and price control measures and will 
be reimbursed for the actual cost of the work involved. The 
American Standards Association is a federation of 77 nw 
tional technical and trade associations and government de 
partments. Among the 10 governmental members are the 
Army, Navy, Department of Commerce of which the Ne 
tional Bureau of Standards is a part, and the Department 
of Agriculture. 

The ASA has been actively engaged in developing stand 
ards for war use since early in the defense program. Emer. 
gency standards for gas ranges and hot water heaters have 
been developed at the request of WPB. A series of three 
standards for quality control in mass production which were 
developed at the request of the War Department are now in 
extensive use by both Government and industry. Currently 
the ASA is developing standards for safety shoes and boys’ 
and girls’ clothing sizes at the request of the Standards 
Branch of the OPA; standards for radio materials and parts 
for the Radio and Radar Section of the WPB; and standards 
for electrical measuring instruments of the indicating type, 
bolts for high temperature use, and the packaging of radio 
tubes for the Simplification Branch of WPB. The assign 
ment of other WPB and OPA projects is now under com 
sideration. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agth 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 
fruits: 


Week ending— Season total to 

VRORTABLES Aug. 1, Aug. 1, July 26, Aug. 1, Aug 

142 1041 1942 

Beans, snap and lima : 1 10 12 «3,764 4 

Tomatoes... 203 13,053 «16,37 

Green peas $20 217 207-3, 8438 3,58 

Spinach 26 a7 18 «6,163 «6,14 
Others: Domestic, di- 

rectly . 316 378 30,988 36,18 

yRUITS 
Citrus, domestic. .......... 1,903 1,900 4,856 12,025 120,08 
Others, domestic.............. 7,001 6,123 3,900 57,800 48,18 
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CANNERS APPEAR AT TAX HEARING 


On Thursday, August 6, representatives of the canning 
ndustry appeared before the Senate Finance Committee to 
rge further amendments to the pending Revenue Act Bill. 
Mr. T. C. Hayes of the Louden Packing Company, Terre 
aute, Indiana, appeared in opposition to the provision 
hich would require canners operating on a fiscal year 
basis to pay the new 1942 Revenue Act tax rates on that 
sart of their taxable net income determined by the ratio 
between the number of months in 1942 falling within their 
iscal year to the total 12-month period. 


Mr. Hayes pointed out that in a great many cases opera- 
jon upon a fiscal, rather than a calendar, year basis was 
practical necessity in the canning industry. He also pointed 
t that goods delivered in the early months of the calendar 
ear have been packed during the preceding calendar year 
nd in many cases were sold at prices determined by opera- 
ions during such preceding year. For this reason he urged 
hat corporate income taxes should be applied at the 1941 
ate. In addition, he pointed to the necessity for canners 
btaining adequate working capital to meet expanded pro- 
uction programs and indicated that the payment of addi- 
ynal taxes, not provided for, would in many cases reduce 
orking capital and possibly impair operations. 


Mr. William B. Stokley, Jr., of Stokley Bros. & Co., pointed 
t that most canners had to compute excess profits taxes 
the basis of invested capital, and that many had out- 
anding fixed indebtedness with annual maturities of sub- 
antial portions of the principal of such debts. The pay- 
ent of excess profits taxes at the rates proposed would in 
ny cases leave insufficient amounts to meet these annual 
payments of borrowed money. He indicated that the retro- 
tive application of the 1942 tax rates to fiscal years ending 
fore July 1, 1942, would aggravate this difficulty. It 
ould likewise diminish working capital for the current 
cking season. 


Mr. Stokley supported Mr. Hayes’ objections to changing 
time at which the 1942 tax rates would become applicable 
companies operating on a fiscal year basis. He also 
ggested that in computing excess profits taxes a taxpayer 
allowed to deduct payments made on indebtedness ma- 
ting during the taxable year where the debt was con- 
acted prior to January 1, 1942, where only a portion of 
¢ debt matured, and with the further limitation that the 
unt of such deduction be limited to 25 per cent of the 
cess profits net income otherwise computed. The sums 
deducted for excess profits tax purposes would remain 
bject to normal corporate income tax and surtax. 


AMA Invites Offers of Tomato Paste 


Canners certified by USDA War Boards have been invited 
the Agricultural Marketing Administration, under an 
houncement dated August 4, to submit offers for the sale 
canned tomato paste for future delivery. Offers are 
ited to No. 10 cans and the announcement states that 
Timary consideration will be given offers specifying higher 


percentages of total solids” in order to conserve tin and 
shipping space. Offers must be submitted by August 11. 


Another recent purchase announcement of AMA invites 
continuing offers of California pilchards, preferably packed 
in tomato sauce and in 5-ounce, 8-ounce, and No. 1 Tall or 
oval cans. Approximately 2,500,000 cases are desired by 
AMA, which points out in their announcement that they 
have been designated the sole purchasing agency under 
Order M-86-b. Offers must be submitted, until further 
notice, on or before the second or fourth Tuesday of each 
month for acceptance on the following Friday. 


AMA also has invited canners again to submit offers for 
the sale of canned orange juice and grapefruit juice, grade 
C or better, in No. 3 cylinder or No. 10 cans. Offers must be 
submitted by August 12. 


Purchases of canned foods announced by AMA during 
the period July 31 to August 7 included 129,000 cases of cut 
green beans, 104,000 cases of tomato futures, 5,000 cases 
of flaked fish, 5,000 cases of mackerel, 27,000 cases of river 
herring, 41,100 cases of sardines, and 29,299 cases of salmon 
(Alaska and Columbia River). 


Army Asks Bids on Tomato Puree 


Informal bids (negotiated contracts) are being asked by 
the Chicago Quartermaster Depot, 1819 West Pershing Road, 
on 300,000 dozen No. 10 cans of tomato puree, heavy body, 
Grade A—fancy (Federal Specification No. JJJ-T-581) 
packed six to the case. One-half of the quantity is to be 
packed for overseas shipment; the other half for domestic 
shipment in standard commercial corrugated shipping con- 
tainers. Closing date for receipt of bids is August 13. 


Employment of Minors in Fruit Drying Yards 


Operators of fruit drying yards now are permitted to 
employ minors between the ages of 14 and 16 in cutting 
peaches, pears, and apricots under an order issued August 6 
by the Chief of the Children’s Bureau of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Labor. Such employment is limited to not more 
than six days out of every seven-day period, must include 
a meal period of 45 minutes after not more than five hours 
work, and include a 15 minute rest period during each half- 
day of employment. Seats, pure drinking water, and ade- 
quate sanitary facilities also must be provided. The order 
is effective for the period of the present war and six months 
thereafter. 


Dr. Robert E. Oltman Dies 


Dr. Robert E. Oltman, chief chemist with the Minnesota 
Valley Canning Company, died Saturday, August 1, at his 
home in LeSueur as the result of pulmonary embolism. 
Funeral services were held on Monday. He is survived by 


a wife and son. 


Dr. Oltman was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1908, received 
his professional education at Oberlin College and the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, and had been in the employ of the 
Minnesota Valley Canning Company since receiving his 
doctorate from the University of Minnesota in 1936. 
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SHIPPING CASES FOR RESERVED PACK 


Instructions Issued to Quartermaster Field Buyers 
Clarify Trade Rumors 


The WPB has recently received many questions from 
packers who are under the impression that a recent order 
of the Quartermaster Corps to all depots has altered the 
obligations of suppliers packing commodities for Army 
use, including items set aside under WPB Order M-86-a. 

Douglas Kirk, Chief of the Containers Branch, issued 
the following statement in answer to such questions: 

“The Quartermaster Corps has directed all depots not 
to ship any items overseas in corrugated or solid fiber boxes 
unless those boxes are overpacked in nailed wood or wire- 
bound wood boxes. Emergency C, D and K rations are to be 
overpacked in nailed aaa boxes only. 

“This decision was made after receipt of complaints from 
virtually all overseas theaters of operations. The Army is 
checking into all details including the determination as 
to whether or not the complaints were due to the use 
of domestic corrugated or solid fiber boxes. 

“Contractors are expected to make deliveries of all 
Suestememne supplies in containers as specified in awards. 

he provisions contained in Order M-86-a have not been 
changed. Items delivered to the Quartermaster Corps in 
fiber will be overpacked in wood at Army depots.” 

Quartermaster field buyers have been instructed to accept 
the percentage of canned foods reserved by M-86-a where 
export boxes have been purchased in accordance with the 
box specifications contained in the Order. If the canner 
has not purchased his full requirements, the field buyer will 
endeavor to negotiate for export boxes that are now ac- 
ceptable, namely, solid wood strapped, or corrugated boxes 
overpacked with a wire-bound wood veneer box. The 
quantity to be packed in these export boxes will be de- 
terminated by the field buyer during his negotiations. Sum- 
ming it all up: 

1. If the canner has purchased boxes that meet specifi- 
cations contained in the Order, they will be acceptable. 
If they are weatherproof solid fiber, he will not be required 
to strap them, as these boxes will be shipped unstrapped 
and it will be left to the discretion of the Army as to 
whether they will be used domestically or overpacked in 
the Depots for overseas shipment. 

2. Where a canner does not have boxes on hand that meet 
present requirements for overseas shipment, field buyers 
will endeavor to negotiate for a percentage of his pack 
in solid wood boxes strapped, or corrugated boxes over- 


packed with a wire-bound wood veneer box. 


Issuance of Sugar Certificates Simplified 


A simplified system of issuing sugar purchase certificates 
to industrial users who make numerous deliveries to certain 
exempt government agencies has been announced by the 
Office of Price Administration in Amendment No. 7 to Ration- 
ing Order No. 3. Instead of requiring an industrial user to 
present receipts of each delivery made, local War Price and 
Rationing Boards may accept other evidence of the deliveries. 

The OPA suggested to local boards that they accept state- 
ments of certified public accountants not affiliated with the 
applicant's company in lieu of receipts. Receipts are, of 
course, still acceptable as evidence of delivery, and such 


receipts will be required of companies which do not mak 
numerous deliveries to exempt agencies. 

Industrial users who deliver products to the army, nay 
and certain other government agencies are entitled to sugar 
to replace that used in such products. Receipts have bem 
required as evidence of the amount of sugar containing 
products delivered. 

The new Amendment also contains a provision which 
ables consumers to obtain sugar for the home canning o 
fruit juices on the same basis that sugar is now allowed fe 
the home canning of fruits—one pound for each four quarts 


1942 Sweet Corn Acreage for Canning 


Corn canners have reported a total of 492,697 acres o 
sweet corn for canning this year. This compares with abou 
450,000 acres planted for 1941. The increase was in th 
yellow varieties. The white varieties show a decrease fron 
that planted last year. The following table gives th 
acreage, by States: 


Country 

State Ever- Narrow Gentle- Total Total 

Green Grain men Crosby White Yells 

Me., Vt., and N. H. 1.148 1,148 13,78 
New York 248 248 «425.18 
Maryland 12.001 1.700 7,208. . 21,804 22,0 
Delaware 550 ae 
Pennsylvania 4.478 «1.065 ‘ 5.1443 
Ohie 3.319 O.987 2,080 15,805 
Indiana . 7,007 S17) 18,148 26,072 28,0 
Illinois 1.000 30.012 200 31,712 
Wisconsin 3.408 850 wou 1.041 6,208 63,8 
Minnesota 1,500 1.388 3,060 78,00 
lowa and Nebraska 13.011 14.302 6.404 ...... 33,807 18,4) 
Other States 4.325. 7,072 23.8 


Hopkinson Heads Fisheries Committee 


Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. Wickard has appointel 
Lawrence T. Hopkinson, chief of the Fishery Section of t 
WPB Food Branch, as chairman of the Fisheries Committe 
of the Foods Requirements Committee. 

The Fisheries Committee, established by WPB Chairma 
Donald M. Nelson, will serve the Foods Requirements Com 
mittee, the War Production Board, and other appropriate gm 
ernment agencies in an advisory capacity on matters relating 
to the supply, conservation, allocation, importation and ® 
tioning of fish and fishery products. 


Survey of Growers’ Operations Begun 


Distribution factors involved in the wholesale and tet 
merchandising of the nation’s 98 most important “cost 
living” food commodities will be surveyed in a sample pel 
of grocer operations to be taken in 56 cities throughout 
country, the Office of Price Administration and the Bureau ¢ 
Labor Statirtics have announced, The survey will 
all food products that are most important to the housewilé 
such as meats, bread and dairy products. 

Their studies will embrace all types of wholesale ani 
retail grocers. Results of the poll are designed primarily 
amplify OPA’s existing information on the price ¢ 
problems relating to the distribution of food products. 
surveys will cover costs, selling prices, gross margins, 
total store dollar sales. 
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